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Siva is usually associated with the more grim and terrifying
elements m the Indian's religion. The demons sometimes
play havoc with men's peace of mind and then Siva is
invoked. Vishnu, on the contrary, is regarded as capable of
influencing those serener and more engaging powers which
preside over human welfare. That is natural when we
remember that he is a development of the Sun/god of the
Vedic or earlier period of Aryan history. I refuse to expand
this chapter unnecessarily by following the numerous other gods
and goddesses, particularly as they, in my opinion, make very
little real contribution to the essential qualities of Indian
religious thought.
As soon as we admit pantheistic tendencies in Hinduism
we have conceded all that is necessary for a brief impression of
its qualities. The essential thing to remember about the old
orthodox Hinduism is that it was a religion of knowledge.
No miraculous act by God or supernatural abrogation of a
law of nature could save men from the disabilities of earth;
man, indeed, was his own saviour. He had to study to know;
he had to know to escape. The Reality behind nature was
an "unanswenng stillness/' qualityless and formless. Man
had first to realise this and then to melt himself into it as light
might melt itself into the sun. Endeavour was of no avail
unless it was the endeavour to know and to be engulfed by
that knowing. That is why there is about the average Indian
even to/day a curious air of abstraction; his spirit seems to have
a more universal quality than that of the Westerner; it is more
conscious of the endless, timeless nature of Reality and of the
valueless, trifling nature of this world. Despite the multitude
of gods and goddesses which may be said to represent but
local phases of a general and all/pervading principle, the
Aryan mind is splendidly controlled by the fundamental
illusion of human experience and the uncreated eternalness of
the Reality with which he seeks blissful absorption. The
way of his triumph is not a human way; to tread it requires
not faculties of mind and body so much as, first, an attitude
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